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THE QASAM -The Oath
• People have different levels of willingness to accept the truth. Those with a 

pure soul are more likely to accept guidance easily. But those with a troubled 
conscience may need a mix of correction and reassurance to get or accept the 
truth. Sometimes, indisputable evidence can compel an adversary to 
acknowledge the truth.

• Usually, an oath (qasam) is utilised to emphasise the importance or truthfulness 

of an idea that follows in a sentence. The phrase "by God" is commonly used .

• Qasam expressions are known as "qasam" or ”aqasam" مسقأ in Arabic. To swear, 

or to make an oath.The Quran contains several instances where oath-like 
expressions are used.

• The oath and the act of swearing are the same thing. It binds oneself to do 

or not do something based on the swearer's conviction or belief. The term 

"oath" is used because, in the past, Arabs used to take an oath of their friend 

when allying.

3
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The forms of the oath
q Traditionally, the format of the oath is divided into three essential parts by linguists:
1. The verb "I swear by".(the verb with the letter of oath) Oqsimo

2. The person, thing, or event by which the oath is taken. (muqsam bihi)

3. The person, thing, or event on which the oath is taken. (muqsam ‘alihi)

qBecause the oath was frequently used in speech, to make it shorter:

q the verb "to swear" was omitted, and the word "ba" was enough. Later, the "ba" was replaced with 

"waw" in specific nouns, such as in God Almighty's saying, "And the night when it covers," and with 

"t" in the word of majesty, as in His statement, "By God, I will surely overwhelm your idols." 

However, the "waw" was used much more often than the "t." }َىشَغَْی اَذِإ لِیَّْللاو{ مُْكمَاَنصَْأ َّنَدیكَِلأَ Aَِّاَتوَ{ , .  

q So, the phrase "I swear by" is often shortened to "by,"ِب "ta,"َت or "wa"َو and combined with the 

person or thing being sworn by. For example, "I swear by Allah" can be expressed as "Aqsimu bil-

laah, .ا, مُسقأ " "bil-laah, ,ا. " "tal-laah,"  ات.ِ or "wal-laah." 1ِاو

• Ex: “They swear by Allah their most solemn oaths that Allah will never raise the dead to life. Yes ˹He 
will˺! It is a true promise binding on Him, but most people do not know” AlNahl:38

Rقحَ ھِیَْلعَ اًدعْوَ ىَٰلَبۚ تُومَُی نمََُّ?ٱ ثَُعبَْی لاَۙ مْھِِنـٰمَیَْأَ دھْجََِّ?ٱِب ا۟ومُسَقَْأوَ• .)38 :لحنلا( نَومَُلعَْی لاَسِاَّنلٱ رََثكَْأ َّنكَِٰـلوَاۭ

• 4
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Types of the Oaths 
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• There are two types of oath: Apparent and Implicit.

• 1. The apparent oath: when the verb of the oath is clearly stated and what is 

being sworn by is also mentioned.
• For example, the oaths: “Verily, I swear by the Day of Resurrection, and I swear by the 

self-admonishing soul” (al-Qiyamah,75:1-2). 

لا•
أَٓ

:
ق
ْ

لٱ مِوْيَبِ مُسِ
G

لاوَ .ةِمIَٰيَقِ
أَٓ

:
ق
ْ

فَّنلٱNِ مُسِ
ْ

للٱTس
V

)2-1 :ةما]قلا( "ةِمَاَّو

• The question follows the verses mentioned, "Does the human being think that I will 

never gather his bones back together?"(75:3) أ
2

لإٱ بُسَح3َْ
ْ
أنُٰ:س9َِ

2
ل
>

ن ن
َّ

ظعِ عَمَجْ
2

ۥهُمَا )3:ةمایقلا( ”

• Allah says: “I do swear by this city of Mecca˺— even though you ˹O, Prophet˺ are subject 

to abuse in this city and by every parent and their child! indeed, We have created 

humankind in constant struggle". (Al-Balad, 90:1-4)

لا•
أَٓ

:
ق
ْ

ذIٰهَبِ مُسِ
َ

لٱ ا
G

bَل
c

أوَ*دِ
c

ٌّلحِ تَن
ۢ

ذIٰهَبِ
َ

لٱ ا
G

bَل
c

لوَ امَوَدٍۢلِاوَوَ *دِ
c

ل *دَ
c

ق
َ

خ دْ
َ

ل
c

ق
ْ

لإٱ انَ
ْ
ِnَسIَٰنpq

كِ
c

bٍَلا( "دb4-1:دل(

• In both verses, .no" is used to deny an omission that suits the situation" لا
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Types of the Oaths 
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q The implicit oath is not explicitly stated when taking it, nor is it indicated by 

what is sworn. Instead, it is indicated by the emphatic word "lam" included in 

the oath's answer. For instance, an oath can be taken without using the verb, 
particle, or the person/thing involved, leaving only the emphasised particle 'la' 

and the event or person on which the oath is taken.

qYou ˹believers˺ will surely be tested (latublawunna) in your wealth and 

yourselves, and you will certainly hear many hurtful words from those who were 

given the Scripture before you and ˹from˺ the polytheists. But if you are patient 
and mindful ˹of Allah˺—surely this is a resolve to aspire to.” (Aal ‘Imran (3): 186

qل
c

لbْتُ
c

نوُ
َّ

pq
أِٓ

c
vلِوَٰمْ

:
أوَ مْ

c
فن

ُ
wسِ

:
لوَ مْ

c
x
َ

لٱ نَمِ َّنعُمَسْ
V

أنَيذِ
:

تو
ُ

او
|

لٱ 
G

ق نمِبIَٰتَِ{
َ

bِْلv
:

لٱ نَمِوَ مْ
V

أنَيذِ
c

��َْ�
:

اوٓ
|

أ
c

ذ
ً
كىۭ

c
ت نِ�وَۚ◌اًۭ��ثِ

َ
ِ��صْ

اوُ
|

 

توَ
َ

قَّت
ُ

او
|

ف 
َ

نإِ
َّ

ذ 
لأٱ مِزْعَ نْمِ كَلَِٰ

ُْ
 )186:نارمع لآ(Tرومُ

This verse should read, “[By Allah,] you will certainly be tested.” 
But the verb was omitted.
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Oaths taken by Allah Almighty in The Quran 
• Oaths are either taken in the name of His holy self-described by His attributes or in the name of His 

signs necessary for Him and His attributes

• There are seven places where Allah makes oaths

• 1.“Those who disbelieve claim that they will never be resurrected. Say, ‘Certainly, by my Lord, you will 

be resurrected, then you will be informed of what you did" at-Taghabun:7  

َذوَۚ مُْتلْمِعَ امَِب َّنؤَُّبَنُتَل َّمُث َّنُثَعبُْتَل ىِّبرَوَ ىَٰلَب لُْقۚ ا۟وُثَعبُْی نَّل نَأ ا۟وٓرَُفكَنَیذَِّلٱ مَعَز رٌیسَِیَِّ?ٱ ىَلعَ كَلِٰ ”

2. "The disbelievers say, “The Hour will never come to us.” Say, ˹O Prophet, ˺ “Yes—by my Lord, the 
Knower of the unseen—it will certainly come to you!” Not ˹even˺ an atom’s weight is hidden from Him in the 

heavens or the earth; nor anything smaller or larger than that but is ˹written˺ in a perfect Record (Saba,34:3)

قوَ
َ

لٱ لَا
>

كنَيذِ
2

ف
َ

اورُ
O

لا 
َ

ت 
َ

أ
R

ةعَاَّسلٱ انSَتِ
ُ

قۖ◌
ُ

Yَ, لْ
\]رَوَ 2ٰ

ل ِّ
2

أتَ
R

_َّنSَتِ
`

لٱ مِلِٰ:عَمْ
R

غ
َ

cِْلاۖ◌ب
َ

ثمِ هُنْعَ بُزُع3َْ 
ْ

ق
َ

ذ لُا
َ

ةٍَّر
ۢ

lm
لاوَتِوَٰٰ:مََّسلٱِ

َ
 lm
لأٱِ

َْ
لاوَ qضرْ

أَٓ
2

غصْ
َ

ذ نمِ رُ
لاوَ كَلَِٰ

أَٓ
2

u
R

v\َُ ِلاإ
َّ

 lm
z{mبُِّمبٍٰۢ:تَكِِ |

)3 :أ"س(ۢ

• 3. “They ask you ˹O Prophet˺, “Is this true?” Say, “Yes, by my Lord! Most certainly it is true! And you 
will have no escape.” (Yunus, 10:53) َسَْ~و�

َ
نو�:بِنۢ

َ
أكَ

2
قۖ وَُ� ٌّقحَ

ُ
\]رَوَىإِ لْ

نإِِّٓ
َّ

ل ۥهُ
2

ٌّقحَ امَوَۖ◌ۭ
�

أ
2

)53:س9وي(ن�q�َجِعْمُِ, متُن

qGod commanded His Prophet (pbuh) to swear by them in these three matters.
7
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Oaths taken by Allah Almighty in The Quran 
4.“By your Lord, they will not truly believe until they make you the judge in their disputes 

among themselves and then find within themselves no discomfort from what you have judged 
and submit in [full, willing] submission. "(Al-Nisaa, 4:65).

ف"
َ

لا
َ

لا كَِّ�رَوَ 
َ

ؤيُ 
ْ

نونُمِ
َ

wحَُ  َّٰ��حَ 
¢

ش امَ]فِ كَومُ
َ

ث مْهُنَْ¦بَ رَجَ
ُ

لا َّم
َ

اودُجَِ  
|

 pq
أِٓ

c
فن

ُ
ق اَّمِّماجًۭرَحَ مْهِسِ

َ
لسَُ»وَ تªَْضَ

¢
اومُ

|
 ¬
َ

.)65 :ءاس+لا( "امًۭ]لِسْ

5."By your Lord ˹O Prophet˺! We will surely gather them along with the devils, and then set 
them around Hell on their knees. " (Marim, 19:68) ف

َ
ل كَِّ�رَوَ

c
نَُ�­حْنَ

َّ
شلٱوَ مْهُ

َّ
ث�qَ°طIِٰيَ

ُ
ل َّم

c
نqَِ±حْنُ

َّ
)ا²]ثِجِ مََّنهَجَ لَوْحَ مْهُ

6. “So by your Lord! We will certainly question them all” (Al-Hijir, 15:92) ف
َ

ل كَِّ�رَوَ
c

³
َ

لÍسْ
c

أمْهَُّن
c

 "�qَ°عِمَجْ

7. The oaths are made by Allah by created things. For example, “By the sun and its brightness, and the moon 

as it follows it, and the day as it unveils it, and the night as it conceals it! And by heaven and ˹the One˺

Who built it, and the earth and ˹the One˺ Who spread it! And by the soul and ˹the One˺ Who fashioned it, 
then with ˹the knowledge of˺ right and wrong inspired it! Successful indeed is the one who purifies their 

soul, and doomed is the one who corrupts it!” (Ash-Shams 91:1-10).

شلٱوَ
َّ

لٱوَ ,اهَىٰحَضُوTَسمْ
G

ق
َ

ذإTِرمَ
َ

ت ا
َ

ل
c

ذإTِراهََّنلٱوَ ,اهَىٰ
َ

لجَ ا
V

لٱوَ ,اهَىٰ
V

ذإِلِْ]
َ

غَ  ا
ْ

ش
َ

امََّسلٱوَ ,اهَىٰ
¹

³بَ امَوَءِ
َ

لأٱوَ ,اهَىٰ
َْ

نوَ ,اهَىٰحَطَ امَوTَضرْ
َ

ف
ْ

½س
فاهَىَّٰوسَ امَوَۢ

َ
أ
c

ل
G

 اهَمَهَ
ف
ُ

توَ اÁَرَوجُ
َ

ق
ْ

قاهَىٰوَ
َ

أ دْ
c

ف
ْ

ل
c

ز نمَ حَ
َ

�
V

قوَاهَىٰ
َ

خ دْ
َ

)10-1 :سمشلا(اهَىَّٰسدَ نمَ بَا

8
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Allah swears by Himself or any of his creation
• Allah can swear by anything He wishes as the creator of all things. Allah swears by his 

creatures that He is one Deity.  “By those ˹angels˺ lined up in ranks, and those who diligently drive 

˹the clouds and those who recite the Reminder Surely your God is One!(As-Staffat: 37,1-4)

فاۭ/فصَتِٰ)َّفٰٓ)َّصلٱوَ
َ

فارًۭجْزَتِرَٰجَِّٰزلٱ
َ

كذِتِٰ)يَلِٰ)َّتلٱ
A

لإِ َّنإِ ارً
E

Gهَٰ)
H

ل مْ
E

دٌۭحِوَٰ

• However, it is forbidden for humans to swear by anything except Allah. This is because oaths 

are taken by the things one holds in the highest esteem, and only Allah should be revered in this 

manner.Therefore, oaths taken by the stars, one's father's grave, the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم or by the mercy of 

my dead child are all forbidden and considered shirk (associating partners with Allah).

Umar ibn al-Khattab reported that Allah’s Messenger صلى الله عليه وسلم said, “Whoever swears by other than 

Allaah has associated a partner with Allah” Sunan Abu Dawud, vol. 2, p. 923, no. 3245.

• Almighty Allah swears by the wonders of His creation because they all point to Him as the 

Creator and Sustainer. 

9
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The Benefits of Oath 
The Arabic language is known for its precision of expression and different styles 
for various purposes. The language has three types of predicates, namely primary, 
requesting, and denial type, which are used depending on the addressee's situation. 

• The primary type is used when the addressee lacks judgement and the words are 
delivered without emphasis. 

• The requesting type is used when the addressee hesitates about confirming the 
ruling, and the hukm (ruling) is strengthened with something that can remove 
the hesitation. 

• The denial type is used when the addressee denies the ruling, and the speech 
must be affirmed according to the extent of the denial's strength or weakness.

10
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Oath / Condition

• When an oath and a condition are present, each supersedes the other. The answer is then given to the 

preceding one, whether it was an oath or a condition. It doesn't require an answer to the other one.

• It is to be noted that if an oath is stated before a condition, then the answer to the oath is essential 

to answering the condition. 

• :In this case, the father of Ibrahim threatened Ibrahim pbuh, saying, “How dare you reject my idols, O Abraham! 
If you do not desist, I will certainly stone you ˹to death˺. So be gone from me for a long time!” 

(Mariam:46) ق
َ

أ لَا
c

أ بٌغِارَ
c

��هَلِاءَ نْعَ تَن لۖ◌مُ]ÁِرَٰبْإIِٰٓيَِ
c

°É ِq ل
V

ت مْ
َ

لأ هِت³َ
َ

ËqرْجÁُْٱوَۖ◌ كََّنمَجُرَْ
ا²ۭ]لِمَِ

It is essential to differentiate between the (Lam in the condition) and the (Lam in the answer to an 

oath), as seen in the verse “By Allah! I will surely plot against your idols after you have turned your 

backs and gone away.” (Al-Anbya, 21:57) توَ
َ

ÌVٱ
لأِ

ََ
ندَ]ِ�

َّ
أ
c

vمIَٰنَصْ
:

أ دَعNَْم
c

ت ن
ُ

لوَ
Î

او
|

نÏTÐَبِدْمُ  " 
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• ةیملاسلإا مولعلل تایآ ةیمیداكأ When taking an oath to confirm what has been sworn, certain verbs are used depending on the 

context of the speech. For example, in the verse: “ ذNِوَ
ْ

أ 
E

ذخَ
َ

لٱقَٰ)ثَيمRSُِٱ 
S

أنَيذِ
H

لٱ ]اوتُو
A

لبَٰ)تَِ\
E

لاوَ eساَّنللِۥهَُّنُ`ِّيَ^تُ
َ

\تَ 
A

نومُتُ
َ

ۥهُ

“When Allah took the covenant of those who were given the Scripture ُھننیبتل (to make it known) to people and not hide 

it "(3:187). The word ”Lam" in "You will surely make it clear to the people" is the ”Lam" of the oath and the sentence. 

Commentators believe that taking a covenant means swearing an oath, and they attribute this to the verses "And when We 

took a covenant with you: 'You shall not shed your blood’" ( Al-Baqarah: 84 )”

And when We made a covenant with you: You shall not shed your blood".

Additionally, Allah has promised those among the believers who do righteous deeds that He will appoint 

them as successors in the land, just as He appointed those before them as successors

نَوُدھَشَْت مُْتنَأوَمُْترْرَقَْأ َّمُث مُْكرَِٰـیدِ نمِّ مُكسَُفنَأ نَوجُرِخُْت لاَوَ مُْكءَٓامَدِ نَوُكفِسَْت لاَ مُْكَقَٰـثیمِ اَنذْخََأ ذْإِوَ

12
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THE JADAL (DEBATE)
qHumans often argue without sufficient evidence to support their claims, despite their desire for 

logical arguments and debates.

qDuring an argument or debate, the parties involved attempt to negotiate and persuade each 
other to agree with their point of view. 

qThe terms "jadal" and "jidaal" are derived from the root (j, d, l), which originated from the 
phrase "jadltu al-habl," meaning "twisting the rope" or pulling on the rope. This analogy 

illustrates how the disputants are each trying to persuade the other to accept their opinion by 
pulling them towards their side of the argument. This nature is alluded to in the Quran, where 
Allah states: “Certainly, the human being is the most argumentative creature!" ءٍۢىْشَ رََثكَْأنُـٰسَنلإِْٱ نَاكَوَ"

)54 :فھكلا("لاًَۭدجَ

q This highlights that humans are unique in their ability to reason and debate, and this quality 
has led to many advancements in science, philosophy, and other fields throughout history. 

Consequently, Allah instructed the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم to engage in debates with the pagans, but in a 
gentle manner that might move their hearts.

13
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THE JADAL (DEBATE)
Ø Allah instructed the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم to engage in debates with the pagans, but in a gentle manner that might move their 

hearts. The instruction was to

Ø"Call to the path of your Lord with wisdom and good admonishment and debate with them in the best way. Al-Anahl,125)

)إِعُدْٱ"
لٱ5ِ ك2َِّرَ لِ/ِ.سَ ٰ(

8
:حِ

8
لٱوَةِمَ

8
ظعِوْمَ

)
لٱةِ

8
لدFِٰجَوَۖ◌ةِنَسَحَ

8
لٱ5ِ مهُ

J
KL ِMَِأ

)
نإِۚ نُسَحْ

َّ
أ وTَُ ك2ََّرَ 

)
لعْ
)

أ وTَُوَۖ◌ۦهِلِ/ِ.سَ نعَ َّلضَ نم5َِ مُ
)

لعْ
)

لٱ5ِ مُ
8

نَيدِتَهْمُ

Ø He also allowed Muslims to engage in discussions with the Christians and Jews who follow revealed books, 

encouraging debate conducted in the best manner. Allah says: 

Øَلاو
َ

ت 
ُ

لدFِٰجَ
^

اوٓ
a

أ 
)

Tَْلٱ ل
8

bَِتFِٰلاإِب
َّ

لٱ5ِ 
J

KL ِMَِأ
)

لاإِ نُسَحْ
َّ

لٱ 
J

ظنَيذِ
)

ل
)

اومُ
a

قوَۖ مْهُنْمِ 
ُ

لو
^

اوٓ
a

لٱ5ِ اَّنمَاءَ 
J

أىٓذِ
^

لإِ لmَزن
)

أوَ انَيْ
^

لإِ لmَزن
)

/ْp
^

لqِوَ مْ
)

Fُٰوَ انَهqِل
)

Fُٰه:
^

نوَدٌۭحِوَٰ مْ
َ

ل نُحْ
)

نومُلِسْمُۥهُ
َ

Ø "Do not argue with the People of the Book unless gracefully, except with those of them who act wrongfully. And say, 

“We believe in what has been revealed to us and what was revealed to you. Our God and your God is ˹only˺ One. 

And to Him we fully submit. ” (al-‘Ankaboot (29):46.

Ø The Quran covers a wide range of topics, including human nature. It is meant for everyone, and it includes several 

examples of debates or Jadal. These debates are presented in a clear and straightforward manner, making them easy 

to understand. They rely on observable facts to prove the unobservable.
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Types of Arguments
qThe Quran contains numerous types of arguments, such as logical, moral, and 

empirical, among others. Through these persuasive methods, the Quran 
encourages its readers to reflect on their beliefs and actions and to strive for a 
greater understanding of their faith.

1. The concept of harmony in creation suggests the existence of a sole creator.

q“If there were in the (heavens and earth) gods besides Allah, they would be 
ruined So exalted is Allah, Lord of the Throne, above what they describe” (al-
Ambiyaa’ (21):22. 

qل
c

Ñ وْ
c

نا
َ

امَهِيفِ 
¹

ةهَلِاءَ
ٌ

لاإِ 
َّ

لÌVُٱ 
c

ف
َ

تدَسَ
َ

فۚ ا
َ

ÌVٱ نIَٰحbَْسُ
لٱ ِّبرَِ

G
فصَِ  اَّمعTَشرْعَ

ُ
نو

َ
)22 :ءا]Óنلأا( "

qMultiple creators would cause disorder. Different ideas would lead to conflict if 
they agreed or submitted to one. This implies weakness, which doesn't fit an 
actual creator. It reduces them to a quarrelling human-like entity. The idea of 
multiple creators goes against the concept of a supreme divine entity.
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Types of Arguments
2. The process of creation implies the possibility of recreation (resurrection):

• Allah says: Do people think they will be left without purpose? Were they not once a 

sperm-drop emitted? Then they became a clinging clot, then He developed and 

perfected their form, producing from it both sexes, male and female, is such ˹a Creator˺

unable to bring the dead back to life? (75):36-40. 

ًةَفطُْن كَُی مَْلَأ ىًدُس كَرَْتُی نَأ نُـٰسَنلإِْٱ بُسَحَْیَأ ًةَقَلعَ نَاكَ َّمُث ىَٰنمُْی ىٍِّۢنَّم نمِّ ۭ َذ سَیَْلَأ ىَٰٓثنُلأْٱوَ رَكََّذلٱ نِیْجَوَّْزلٱُ ھنْمِ لََعجََف ىَّٰوسََف قََلخََف ۭ  رٍدَِٰـقِب كَلِٰ

.)40-36 :ةمایقلا( "ىَتوْمَلْٱ ىَِـۧحُْی نَأ ىَٰٓلعَ

Humans develop from simple beginnings, which makes it easy to imagine how humanity 

could be restored. It's often easier to recreate something than to create it from scratch, 
as Allah has stated.

• “And He is the One Who originates the creation, then He will reproduce it, and it is easier for Him”

(Ar-Rum, 30:27). لٱ وÁَُوَ
V

ؤدbَْيَىذِ
ُ

ا
|

لٱ 
G

خ
َ

ل
G

ثقَ
ُ

أ وÁَُوَۥەُدُ]عُِ  َّم
c

Áَْنو
ُ

لعَ 
c

لوَۚ هِْ]
c

لٱ هُ
G

ثمَ
َ

لأٱلُ
َْ

Ùعْ
cٰpq

لأٱوَتِوIَٰٰمََّسلٱِ
َْ

لٱ وÁَُوَۚ◌Tضرْ
G

لٱزÛTÐُعَ
G

مُ]كِحَ
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The Quran’s method in debate
qThe Quran presents clear arguments and refutes opposing views without complex 

introductions or conclusions.

q It used the language of the Arabs and addressed them in a way they could easily 

comprehend. 

1. This method of inference based on the soul's innate beliefs, without the need for deep 

intellectual work, produced more substantial and more eloquent evidence.

2. The Quran values clear and straightforward language, avoiding hidden meanings that only 

a select few can understand. It prioritizes simplicity and avoids unnecessary complexity. By 

using concise sentences and familiar vocabulary, the Quran ensures that its message is 

accessible to all. 

3. The Quran is written in plain language and presents clear evidence of monotheism and 

resurrection. It avoids hidden subtleties and ambiguity for easy comprehension by all.

17
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Types of Debate
• The Quran mentions two types of debates and their evidence

• A. The first type consists of cosmic verses that require consideration and contemplation 
to infer the foundations of beliefs, such as monotheism, the belief in God's divinity, His 
angels, His books, His messengers, and the Last Day. This type is abundant in the 
Quran. 

• For instance, the Quran says:

• "O people, worship your Lord who created you and those before you that you may 
become righteous. He who made the earth a resting place for you and the sky a 
structure and sent down water from the sky and produced thereby fruits as a 
provision for you. So do not set up rivals to God while you know" (Qur'an 2:21-22). 

 ءِٓامََّسلٱ نَمِ لَزَنَأوَ ءًۭٓاَنِب ءَٓامََّسلٱوَ اشًۭرَِٰف ضَرَْلأْٱ مُُكَل لََعجَ ىذَِّلٱ ,نَوُقَّتَت مُْكَّلَعَل مُْكلِبَْق نمِ نَیذَِّلٱوَ مُْكَقَلخَ ىذَِّلٱ مُُكَّبرَ ا۟وُدُبعْٱ سُاَّنلٱ اھَُّیَأَٰٓـی•
ًقزْرِ تِرَٰمََّثلٱ نَمِ ۦھِِب جَرَخَْأَف ءًۭٓامَ ًداَدنَأ َِِّ? ا۟وُلَعجَْت لاََف ۖ مُْكَّل اۭ ”نَومَُلعَْت مُْتنَأوَ اۭ

18
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Types of Debate

• The type of Debate in the Quran that revolves around the cosmic verses
• Similarly, God Almighty says: "And your God is one God, there is no god but He, the Most 

Gracious" (Qur'an 2:163) 

• Allah says: "For signs for a people who understand" (Qur'an 2:164).

• Indeed, in the creation of the heavens and the earth; the alternation of the day and the night; 
the ships that sail the sea for the benefit of humanity; the rain sent down by Allah from the 
skies, reviving the earth after its death; the scattering of all kinds of creatures throughout; the 
shifting of the winds; and the clouds drifting between the heavens and the earth—˹in all of
this˺ are surely signs for people of understanding.” AlBaqara, 2:164). 

 ضَرَْلأْٱ ھِِباَیحَْأفَ ءٍۢٓاَّم نمِ ءِٓامََّسلٱ نَمُِ Mَّٱ لَزَنَأٓ امَوَ سَاَّنلٱ عَُفنَی امَِب رِحَْبلْٱ ىفِ ىرِجَْت ىِتَّلٱ كِلُْفلْٱوَ رِاھََّنلٱوَ لِیَّْلٱ فَِٰـلِتخْٱوَ ضِرَْلأْٱوَ تِوَٰـٰمََّسلٱ قِلْخَ ىفِ َّنإِ•
ّل تٍَٰۢـیا[َـل ضِرَْلأْٱوَ ءِٓامََّسلٱ نَیَْب رَِّخسَمُلْٱ بِاحََّسلٱوَِ حَٰـیرِّلٱ فِیرِصَْتوَ ةٍَّۢبٓاَد لُِّك نمِ اھَیفِ َّثَبوَ اھَِتوْمََ دعَْب )164:ةرقبلا(نَوُلقِعَْی مٍۢوَْقِ
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Types of Debate

B. The second type of debate is God's response to opponents and those who are stubborn. 

This type has different forms: 

1. One is the addressee's report by way of interrogation about the matters that the opponent acknowledges.

Sometimes, people deny something until they finally accept it. For example, when they see the creation, they may infer 

there must be a Creator. This is also mentioned in the Quran, where Allah asks the disbelievers: 

"Were they created out of nothing? Or are they the creators? Did they create the heavens and the earth? Surely, they 

have no certainty. Do they own the treasures of your Lord? Or are they in control? Do they have a ladder by which they 
listen? Then let their listener produce a clear proof. Or does He have daughters ˹as you claim˺, while you ˹prefer to˺ have 

sons? Or do you ask them for a reward so that they are burdened with debt? Or do they have knowledge of the unseen 

so that they write it down? Or do they intend a plan? But those who disbelieve - they are the object of a plan. Or do 

they have a god other than Allah? Exalted is Allah above whatever they associate with Him." (Quran 52:35-43)

,نٍیِبُّم نٍۢـٰطَلُْسِب مھُُعمَِتسْمُ تِْأَیلَْفۖ  ھِیِف نَوُعمَِتسَْی مٌَّۭلُس مْھَُل مَْأ,نَورُطِیْصَۣمُلْٱ مُُھ مَْأ كَِّبرَ نُِئٓازَخَ مُْھَدنعِ مَْأ,نَوُنِقوُی َّلا لَبۚ  ضَرَْلأْٱوَ تِوَٰـٰمََّسلٱ ا۟وُقَلخَ مَْأ,نَوُقلِـٰخَلْٱ مُُھ مَْأ ءٍىْشَ رِیْغَ نْمِ ا۟وُقلِخُ مَْأ
ًدیْكَ نَوُدیرُِی مَْأ,نَوُبُتكَْی مْھَُف بُیَْغلْٱ مُُھَدنعِ مَْأ,نَوُلقَْثُّم مٍۢرَغَّْم نمِّ مھَُف ارًۭجَْأ مْھُُلbـسَْت مَْأ,نَوُنَبلْٱ مُُكَلوَ تَُٰـنَبلْٱُ ھَل مَْأ  اَّمعَ lَِّٱ نَـٰحَبُْسۚ  lَِّٱ رُیْغٌَ ھَٰـلِإ مْھَُل مَْأ,نَوُدیكِمَلْٱ مُُھ ا۟ورَُفكَ نَیذَِّلٱَفۖ  اۭ

)43-35:روطلا(.نَوُكرِشُْی
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The types of Debate

• 2.The principle of resurrection can be deduced from the future. 

• Almighty Allah questions: "Were We incapable of creating them the first time? In fact, they are in 

doubt about their re-creation" (Qaf: 15). 

• Also, Allah says: “Do people think they will be left without purpose? Were they not ˹once˺ a sperm-

drop emitted? Then they became a clinging clot, then He developed and perfected their form, 
producing from it both sexes, male and female. Is such ˹a Creator˺ unable to bring the dead back to 

life?” (al-Qiyama: 36-40)

ًةَفطُْن كَُی مَْلَأ ىًدُس كَرَْتُی نَأ نُـٰسَنلإِْٱ بُسَحَْیَأ• ًةَقَلعَ نَاكَ َّمُث ىَٰنمُْی ىٍِّۢنَّم نمِّ ۭ َذ سَیَْلَأ ىَٰٓثنُلأْٱوَ رَكََّذلٱ نِیْجَوَّْزلٱُ ھنْمِ لََعجََف ىَّٰوسََف قََلخََف ۭ  ىَِـۧحُْی نَأ ىَٰٓلعَ رٍدَِٰـقِب كَلِٰ
.)40-36 :ةمایقلا( "ىَتوْمَلْٱ
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The types of Debate

• Also, in another verse, Allah invites people to reflect on their origin and the power of the Creator. 
He says: “Let people then consider what they were created from! They were created from a 
spurting fluid, stemming from between the backbone and the ribcage, Surely, He is fully 
capable of bringing them back to life” (Al-Tariq: 5-8)

رٌۭدِاَقلَ ۦھِعِجْرَ ىٰلَعَ ُۥھَّنِإ ,بِِئٓارََّتلٱوَ بِلُّْصلٱ نِیَْب نۢمِ جُرُخَْی ,قٍِۢفاَد ءٍۢٓاَّم نمِ قَلِخُ ,قَلِخُ َّممِ نُـٰسَنلإِْٱ رُِظنَیلَْف•

• The same is true of inferring the life of the earth after its death by germinating life after death 
for reckoning, such as His saying: “And among His signs is that you see the earth devoid of life, 
but as soon as We send down rain upon it, it begins to stir ˹to life˺ and swell. Indeed, the One 
Who revives it can easily revive the dead. He is certainly Most Capable of everything.” (Fussilat: 39) 

ًةَعشِـٰخَ ضَرَْلأْٱ ىرََت كََّنَأ ۦٓھِتِـٰیَاءَ نْمِوَ• رٌیدَِق ءٍۢىْشَ لُِّك ىَٰلعَ ُۥھَّنِإ ۚ ىَٰٓتوْمَلْٱ ىِحْمَُل اھَایَحَْأ ىٓذَِّلٱ َّنِإ ۚ تْبَرَوَ تَّْزَتھْٱ ءَٓامَلْٱ اھَیْلَعَ انَلْزَنَأٓ اَذإَِف ۭ
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3. Invalidating the opponent’s claim by proving its opposite, as God Almighty says: Say, ˹O Prophet, ˺ “Who then revealed 

the Book brought forth by Moses as a light and guidance for people, which you split into separate sheets—revealing 

some and hiding much? You have been taught ˹through this Quran˺ what neither you nor your forefathers knew.” 

Say, ˹O Prophet, ˺ “Allah ˹revealed it˺!” Then leave them to amuse themselves with falsehood.” (Al-An'am, 6:91) 

in response to the Jews regarding what God related. About them by saying: “And they have not shown Allah His proper 

reverence when they said, “Allah has revealed nothing to any human being.” (An ‘am, 6:91)

ًدُھوَ ارًۭوُن ىٰسَومُ ۦھِِب ءَٓاجَ ىذَِّلٱ بََٰـتكِلْٱ لَزَنَأ نْمَ لُْقۗ ءٍۢىْشَ نمِّ رٍۢشََب ىٰلَعَُ Tَّٱ لَزَنَأٓ امَ ا۟وُلاَق ذِْإ ۦٓهِرِدَْق َّقحَ Tََّٱ ا۟ورَُدَق امَوَ• ّل ىۭ ۖ  سِاَّنلِ

ّلُعوَۖ  ارًۭیِثكَ نَوُفخُْتوَ اھََنوُدبُْت سَیطِارََق ُۥھَنوُلعَجَْت نَوُبعَلَْی مْھِضِوْخَ ىِف مُْھرَْذ َّمُثۖ ُ Tَّٱ لُِقۖ  مُْكؤُٓاَباءَٓ لاَوَ مُْتنَأ ا۟وٓمُلَعَْت مْلَ اَّم مُتمِْ
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4- The debate by restricting the descriptions and invalidating one as a reason for the ruling, 

the text becomes clearer. as God Almighty says:

˹Allah has created four pairs: a pair of sheep and a pair of goats—ask ˹them, O Prophet˺, “Has 

He forbidden ˹to you˺ the two males or the two females or what is in the wombs of the two 
females? Tell me with knowledge, if what you say is true.” and a pair of camels and a pair of 

oxen. Ask ˹them˺, “Has He forbidden ˹to you˺ the two males or the two females or what is in the 

wombs of the two females? Or were you present when Allah gave you this commandment?” Who 
does more wrong than those who fabricate lies against Allah to mislead others without ˹any˺

knowledge? Surely Allah does not guide the wrongdoing people.” (Al-An'am, 6:143-144)

ٍجوَٰزَْأَ ةَیِنـٰمََث• ّبَن ۖ نِیَْیَثنُلأْٱ مُاحَرَْأ ھِیَْلعَ تَْلمََتشْٱ اَّمَأ نِیَْیَثنُلأْٱ مَِأ مََّرحَ نِیْرَكََّذلٓاءَ لُْق ۗ نِیَْنْثٱ زِعْمَلْٱ نَمِوَ نِیَْنْثٱ نِْأَّضلٱ نَمِّ ۖ ۢ  نَمِوََنیِقدِـٰصَ مُْتنُك نإِ مٍلْعِِب ىِنو�ِـ
 نَِّممِ مَُلظَْأ نْمََف ۚ اَذـٰھَِبُ َّ?ٱ مُُكىَّٰصوَ ذْإِ ءَٓاَدھَُش مُْتنُك مَْأ ۖ نِیَْیَثنُلأْٱ مُاحَرَْأ ھِیَْلعَ تَْلمََتشْٱ اَّمَأ نِیَْیَثنُلأْٱ مَِأ مََّرحَ نِیْرَكََّذلٓاءَ لُْق ۗ نِیَْنْثٱ رَِقَبلْٱ نَمِوَ نِیَْنْثٱ لِِبلإِْٱ

ًبذِكَ َِّ?ٱ ىَلعَ ىٰرََتفْٱ ّل اۭ نَیمِلِـَّٰظلٱ مَوَْقلْٱ ىدِھَْی لاَ ََّ?ٱ َّنإِ ۗ مٍلْعِ رِیَْغِب سَاَّنلٱ َّلضُِیِ
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The types of Debate
5. Condemning the opponent and forcing them to explain why their claim requires 

something no one acknowledged.

such as the Almighty’s saying: “Yet they associate the jinn with Allah ˹in worship˺, even though He created 

them, and they falsely attribute to Him sons2 and daughters3 out of ignorance. Glorified and Exalted is He 

above what they claim! He is the Originator of the heavens and earth. How could He have children when He has 
no mate? He created all things and has perfect knowledge of everything”. (Al-An'am, 6:100-101). 

• Reproduction requires the involvement of two entities, which means that a single entity cannot produce 
offspring. Allah, who is the creator of everything and has no partner, contradicts having anything being 

produced from Him. Allah is omniscient, and this knowledge necessitates that everything is done according to 

His will, which contradicts the idea of Him having a son. Therefore, it is not acceptable to attribute offspring 
to God. The Quran clearly states that Allah neither begets nor is born.

• Other debates exist, such as prophets and their people or believers and hypocrites.
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Lecture 10
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